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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN
ATTORNKY SRNERAL

Honorable L. A. Woods

gtate Buperintondent of Publio Instruction
Austin, Texas

‘Dear Siry - . Attention; Mr.

By your letier of <ugna‘ 10, 1940, you sudbmit for
the opinion of this department e followling question;

of r. \Q894r I, Rorie, Super-

bhe following qnoation for
niony

#63, Bosque County-waa con~
with the Meridian Independent
he 4th day of aune 1940, Fole .

on the 6th day of August to equalize the
hnd Yo assume the bonded indebtedness in

. ol he gidway Comnon School Distriot Bosque
County had sen asgessed by the County As or- -

Colledotor at the:rate of fifty cents (50¢) beroro
the oonsolidation and the equalization of the tax
rate, Binde the oonsolidation, tha‘nnridtan aohool
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an PubYic Schools, Meridian, Lf-
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Hon. Lo A. Woods, page 2,

Board has by proper resolution released the County

Agpessor-Collector from any further responsidility

in the matter of assessing and oolleoting taxes for

the once lfddway Distriot, whioh is now & part of

the Meridian Independeat School Distriot and theree
. fore under the jurisdiction of the Meridian School

Assessor-Collector,

®iWe wish to know what procedure to follow to
collect the new rate of one dollar ($1.00) now im~
posed upon the property of the former Midway Dis-
triot for this year?g'" .

It 18 nssumed that the common school distriot and
independent school district involved in this inquiry, were
consolidated under the authority of Artiole 2808, Vernon's -
Annotated Revised Civil Statutes of Texss, and that an eleo~
tion or eleotions became neoessary under Article 2807, Ver-
non's Annotated Revised Civil g8tatutes of Texas, for the
assumption of the outetanding bonds of the component districts

~and the voting of a new tax rate within the l1limits and in the

mode and manner required by Artiocles 2784 and 2785, Yernon's
Annotated Revised Civil Statutes of Texas.

It does not appear from your letter that any ques-
tion 18 made as to the regularity or legallty of the proceede
ings taken under the above olited statutes, nor is any diffi-
culty, present or antiocipated, in the collection of the newly
voted tax of this consolidated distriot, presented dy your
letter. As we interpret the laquiry, it merely appears that
the writer of the letter desires to be advised, generally, of
theé proper proocedure to be followed in the colleation of the -
taxes in question, 3Strictly speaking, this calls for no
opinion of this department upon a question of statutory cone~
struotion, and we need only point to the statutes in such
cases made and provided, B

Artiocle 2784, Vernon's annotated Revised Civil
Statutes, empowars school trustees for independeat school
distriocts to levy and cause to be ¢ollected the annual taxes
voted upon the district under the statutory provisions here-
inabove adverted to, and fixes the purposes and amount for
which such taxes may be levied. In this conneotion, aArticle
2790, Vernon's annotated Revised Civil Btatubes of Texas,
provides. in part, as follows; = o
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Hon. L. A. Woodz; page 3,

*If an independent school district votes a
maintenance tax, the board of trustees shall
thereafter annually levy and cause to be as-
sessed and collected upon the taxadle property
in the limits of the district for the maintenance
of the publioc free schools of the said distriot
suohk ad valorem tax a&s the qualified voters of
such district authorized at the eleotion held for
that purpose; or if no specifio rate has been ‘
voted, said board shall levy such a rate each
year within that limit as 1t may deem judiolous,

D.!" .

If the Meridian Independent School Distrioet has
elooted to assess and oollest ite own taxes, and, for this
purpose, has its own assessor and cvollector of taxes, as
indirectly appears to be the case from your letter, then
the terms and provisions of Article 2791, Vernon's Annos
tated Revised Civil statutes of Texas, would govern:

*The distriot tax asgsessor and ¢ollector
8bhall have the same power and shall perform the
same duties with reference to the asseesment and
¢ollection of taxes for free school purposes that
are oconferred by law upon the c¢ity marshel of in-
corporated towns or villages, end he shall re-
ceive such compensation for his services as the
board of trustees may allow, except in citles and
towns provided for, not to sexceed four per cent
of the whole amcunt of taxes received by him, He . -
shall give bond in double the estimated smount of -
taxes coming annually into his hands, payable to
and be approved by the president of the bosard, B
conditioned for the faithful discharge of his due
tles, and that he will pay over to the treasurer
of the board all runds coming into his hands by
virtue of his office as such assessor and collede
tor; provided that in the enforoed collection of -
tYaxes the board of trustess shall perform the du=- ,
ties which devolve in such cases upon the city -~ -
couneil of en incorporated clty or town, the .
president of the board of trustees shali perform -
the duties which devolve in such cases upon the
mayor of an incorparcted oity or town, and the
sounty attorney of the county in whioh the inde-
pendent sohool distriot is located shall perform
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the duties which in such cases devolve upon the
olty attorney of an incorporated oity or town -
under the provisions of law applicable thereto,
It shall be within the discretion of the board -
of trustees of any independent school distrioct

t0 name an assessor of taxes who shall assess

the taxable property wisthin the limits of the
independent school distriet within the time and
in the manner provided by existing laws, in so
far as they are applicable, and when said ssgesa-
ment has been equallzed by a doard of equalization
appointed by the board of trustees for that pure

pose, shall prepare the tax rolls of said distriot -

and shall duly slgn and certify sams to the county
tax colleotor as provided for in the succeeding
article. The sald assessor of taxes shall receive
& rea of tvwo per oent of the whole amount of taxes
assessed by him es shown by the completed certi-
fied tax rolls.m ' .

If, on the other hand, the meridianlxhdependent

Sohool pistrict desires the services of the county tax ofe
ficials in the assessment and collection of its taxes, the

following provisions of Article 2792, vernon's Ainnotated.
Revised Civil gtatutes of Texas, will apply: S

: "ihen a majority of the Board of Trusteces
. of an Independent Distriot prefer to have the
.taxes of thelr District assessed and collected by
the County Assessor and Colleotor, or colleoted
only by the County Tax Collector, same shall be
assesgsed and colleoted by sald County Officers ‘
and turned over to the Treasurer of the Independ=-
~ent Sohool District for which such taxes have -
been collected. The property of such Districts
- having their taxes assessed and colleoted by the
County aAssessor and Collector may be assessed at
a greater value than that assessed for County and .
gtate purposes, and in such cases the County Tax
Assessor and (ollector shall assess the taxes for
said Distriot on sepearate assessment blanks furw
nished by sald District and shall prepare the
rolls for said Dpistricet in accordeance with the
assessment values whioh have been sgualized by a
poard of Pqualization appointed by the Board of
Trustees for that purpose., If said taxes are
asaessed by a Special ssseqsor of the Independént
i .
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District and are oolleoted only by the County
Tax Collector, the county Tax {ollsctor in

such cases shall acoept the rolls greparod by
the Spoclal Asseszor and approved by the roaxd
of Trustees as provided in the preceding Article,
when the County aspessoy and Collector is ro-
quired to assoos and colleot the taxecs of Indee
pondent School Distriots ho shall respeotively
recelive one per cont (1<) for assossing, and one
per cent (11) for c¢ollecting same.™

ve feel aure that the school authorities of verlie

dian Irdepondent School Distriot aro entirely faziliar with
the ubove statutes, and wo oan only advise, tho sbsence
of a more specifioc question, that they rmay proceed to levy,
assess and csllect taxes of the nowly orvated distriot, under
the szne procedure followed by them in levying, assessing and

" colleoting taxes for said disiriot prior to its cousoiidation
with léway Distriot Wo. 63, Rosque County, Sald consolida~
tion of dato Juno 4, 1940, does not in any way alter the pro=
cedure outlingd by the above statutes for the levy, 835068« ,
rent and collootion of taxos for indopendent school dlstricts,
or defeat tho right of tworidlan Indepondent zohool District
to levy, ossoocs and oolleot taxes in the aszount voted, froa
persons and proporty of the old common schoal distrioet for
the curreat year. .

Trusting the foregoing fully anawers ths queation
you intended to present, we are - :

Yours very trulj

APPROZ AVE 22, 1940 - ATTORNEY OENRRAL OF TZXAS Y
ITV M"d W:A:"J‘\"j;’\;

ATTORNEY GENERAL v : - Pat M, Relf, Jfe

Assistant
PiNim

APPROVED
Cgh':m!l?rhs‘:

BY,
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